expansion programme to get back on the
map after years in the doldrums.

Leading this initiative is Canadian
developer Intrawest, which has ann-
ounced that Flaine will be the site of its
second project in Europe, following the
success of its village of Arc 1950 at Les
Arcs, which is virtually sold out and
nearing completion.

Intrawest has shaken up the standard
of holiday property development in the
French Alps. Its cosy four-star apart-
ments with spacious floorplans, colour-
ful soft furnishings and high-specifica-
tion interiors contrast with the cramped,
spartan accommodation skiers must too
often accept as the norm. At Are 1950
they have been snapped up mainly by

large, modernist concrete bulldings. 1n
the 1980s, a third level, the Hameau de
Flaine, was built by a Norwegian prop-
erty developer even higher up the moun-
tain, consisting of 70 Scandinavian-style
chalets overlooking the village.
Intrawest’s new development, Mont-
soleil, will be close to the Hameau, also
looking down on the main centre of
Flaine. It will be smaller than its prede-
cessor, offering about 550 apartments
compared with 700 at Arc 1950, on a
35,000 sq m site. Robert Jerome, the
company’s European vice-presidentin
Europe, says: ‘It is very hard to find sites
that are big enough to make it viable for
all the facilities that we add as a com-
pany. Flaine Montsoleil will be different

in style from Arc 1950, he says: ‘It will be
more contemporary, designed with the
idea of “modern lives” in mind.

To a few, Intrawest’s arrival at Flaine is
not entirely welcome: its architectural
style is considered something of a pas-
tiche by detractors, and purists will baulk
atimitations of local building style - no
matter how contemporary - rising close
to the Bauhaus creations of Breuer, even

though many consider those to be ugly.

The apartments at Montsoleil - so
called because the south-facing site
looks directly into the sun - will be in
two buildings, set in landscaped grounds
with shops and an ‘aqua leisure centre’.
There will be ski-in, ski-out access to the
main slopes of Flaine, with cars conve-
niently hidden underground.

Intrawest is taking reservations at the
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good snow record. In fact, Flaine was the
location of the first artificial snow-mak-
ing machines in Europe, in 1973, but it
has fared pretty well through natural
means, with only one poor year in the
past four. There are 265km of pistes in
the Grand Massif ski area, and if you get
up on to the higher runs, which go up to
2,500 metres, you are guaranteed as
much snow as you want.

If you're still there in summer, Flaine
also has one of the Alps' highest golf
courses - in winter it’s used for cross-
country skiing.

Apartments at Flaine Montsoleil are
being offered by Erna Low, www.ernalow
property.co.uk




